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The full programme is here: 
 
http://www.velo-city2015.com/en/programme/ 
 
We divided up attendance at the parallel sessions 
between the four campaigners – Damien, Colm, Mike 
and Catherine 
 
In addition Mike attended at sub-committee meetings 
of which he is a member: 
 
• Scientists for Cycling; 
 
• Road Safety Group 
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Lasting impression from attending at plenary sessions? 
 
• Serious political commitment in France (and at DG level in EU 

– we had Commissioner Violetta Bulc – Transport – by video 
link) to everyday cycling promotion that is publicly expressed 
by elected Mayors, Deputies and Prime Minister Valls 

• Just contrast with Dublin City Centre transport plan and 
opposition to it from business interests and no Cllr, TD or 
Minister saying why it is necessary 

• We are being let down by our politicians and as we approach 
a general election no politician is going to go against car-
centricity 



ECF’s ‘Scientists for Cycling’ Network 
 
All-day meeting held on Tuesday  2 June 
Approx. 100 attended 
Not easy to condense presentations as quite disparate topics 

 
 



Frédéric Clersé (Univ de Lille) 
“La retour de la bicyclette” (his book) 
 
Public Transport-Bicycle relations 
 
• Need to displace car parking by providing good active and public transport 

modalities 
• Park-n-Ride is too expensive in land use terms 
• Discourage multi-story car parks as a solution from now on 
• Bike-n-Ride must be the preferred solution – health, congestion, land use, 

etc superior 
• Car-centricity does nothing for the poor or marginalised 
• Far stronger political commitment needed to make cycling commuting work 



Thomas Jouannot (CEREMA/DTecTV, FR) www.cerem.fr 
Study on tram and bicycle interactions 
 
In France all Luas type tram systems permit bike carriage! 
In France only two possibilities: 
 
• Tram only along streets – no other vehicles permitted 

 
Or 
 
• Open to all road users 
 
But in reality operators and police have come to realisation that bikes and trams 
can co-exist so rare to see prosecutions for riders being on tram only routes 
  



Prof Bas de Geus (Vrije Universiteit Brussels, BE) 
“To make use of health benefits of active modes of mobility” 
 
• We need to get out datum about ‘external cost’ to society of car use – 

€750/car/y 

Alice Billot-Grasset (University Lyons, IFSTTAR/TS2/UMRESTTE) 
“Typology of cyclist accidents” 
 
• 4,500 RTCs involving cyclists in France/y (250 in Rhone-Alpes) 
• Risk of serious injury to cyclists in FR is 8x other road users (2012) 
• Cyclist-only accidents are just under 70% of total 
• Impacts with vehicles approx 30% of total 

Andrea Weninger (Vienna, AU) 
“News about role of active mobility in resilient cities” 
• Cycling makes cities resilient 
• Vienna – liveable, robust, prosperous, clean ….. 
• 15% of household income goes on transport 
• Modal-share for cycling now at 6% 
• Building code: 1 protected/secure bicycle parking slot per 30 m2 of living 

space 



Manfred Neun (President of ECF) 
 
€2 B has been allocated by European Commission for cycling projects! 


